




Our treasure chest is overflowing this festive season, with 
gifting ideas ranging from Rs. 50 to Rs. 5000. Choose from 
gift wrappers and bags, photo frames, coasters, table ware, 
pottery, personal care and aromatherapy products to 
footwear and jewellery. Take your time to browse and pick 
the best buy for you and your special friends.



Sonam Dubal’s spring-summer collection brings back 

the era of black and white, the play of light and 

shadow in modern shapes and silhouettes that evoke 

the charm and mystique of artistes and writers like 

Marlene Dietrich and Anais Nin in the Paris of the 

1930s. Small white flowers on sleek black dresses, 

batik and block prints that present a very dainty and 

feminine style while staying completely contemporary 

– Sonam’s collection is sure to strike a chord in those 

seeking the modern and individual, touched by the 

spirit of the traditional.

The Sapan and Sonam collection will be available at Amethyst:
Sundar Mahal, 14, Padmavathi Road, Gopalapuram, Chennai 600 086. 

Phone: 044 28351627/28351917

Sapan More's artifacts blend the aesthetic with the 
practical, and make for wonderful gifts. Choose from a 
selection of Tibetan Jewellery, Thangka Paintings, 
handicrafts,  handmade paper products and journals. 
Don't be surprised if you can't bear to part with these 
treasures once you've bought them!







RASA is proud to present ‘Light On The Path’, a theatrical 
performance that brings together a heady confluence of 
classical music and dance.  This fund-raiser show is 
intended to help Rasa build a corpus to fund its activities 
geared towards the needs of special children. 

The show is being performed by internationally-renowned 
dance guru, V.P. Dhananjayan and the musical fusion-pair of 
Anil Srinivasan (piano) and Sikkil Gurucharan (vocals). Its 
India-premiere is scheduled for January 18 th, 2010 at the 
Lady Andal Venkatasubbarao Hall, Harrington Road, 
Chetput. 

‘Light On The Path’ explores the experiential realisation of 
the philosophy of Zen. Derived from the Samskrit word 
‘Dhyana’, Zen emphasises the importance of direct 
experience over mere study of theory. In Naatyaacharya 
Dhananjayan’s exploration of the theme, man’s quest for a 
higher state of consciousness and subsequent self-
realisation find poignant expression. 

As always, the coming together of Anil Srinivasan and Sikkil 
Gurucharan is bound to surprise and intrigue audiences. The 
duo have collaborated with Naatyacharya Dhananjayan to 
produce a visually-rich and musically-exhilarating show that 
will leave connoisseurs sated.

Scharada Dubey, our editor and Tarot consultant will be in 
Chennai and available at the café for individual Tarot 
readings on the 2nd and 3rd of January. Call her on 
09838202441 or 05278-223636 to schedule a time for 
your own peek into 2010 and what it will bring for you.



With her inimitable expertise 
Wendy Doniger illuminates 
those moments within the 
tradition that resist forces that 
would standardize a canon. 
She reveals how Sanskrit and 
vernacular sources are rich in 
knowledge of and 
compassion towards women 
and lower castes; how they debate tensions surrounding 
religion, violence and tolerance; and how animals are the key 
to important shifts in attitudes towards different social 
classes. 
In this unique and authoritative account, debates about 
Hindu traditions become platforms from which to consider 
the ironies, and overlooked epiphanies, of history.

Brilliantly paced, lit with 
sparks of danger and 
underlying menace, 
these are dazzling, 
provocative stories 
about Svengali men, and 
radical women who 
outmanoeuvre them, 
about destructive 
marriages and curdled friendships, about moments which 
change or haunt a life. Munro's unsettling stories turn lives 
into art, expand our world and our understanding of the 
strange workings of the human heart.

Why be good? What is dharma? 
How does one practise it, and to 
what effect? Gurcharan Das's 
superb exposition of the 
dilemmas and ambiguities 

inherent in the Mahabharata shows us how we can come to 
terms with the uncertain ethics of the world today, a world 
that is uncannily similar to that of the great epic.

The book is a travelogue of a 
New York journalist Elizabeth 
Gilbert who travels to three 
different nations trying to heal 
from a severe emotional and 
spiritual crisis. What comes 
through this book is Gilbert's 
charisma which is irresistible. 
It is a mix of intelligence, wit 
and informal enthusiasm.

A mysterious high-profile 
homicide in the nation's 
capital collides with the 
dark side of national 
security in David 
Baldacci's new, heart-
stopping thriller, True Blue.

The Girl Who Kicked the 
Hornets' Nest is the third and 
final novel in the million-
selling Millennium Trilogy  
featuring the most original 

heroine to emerge in crime fiction for many years. 

Four years in the making, Superfreakonomics will once again transform the way we look at the 
world. It reveals, among other things, why you are more likely to be killed walking drunk than 
driving drunk; why terrorists might be easier to track down than you would imagine; how a sex 
change can boost your salary.... With their unflinching analysis Levitt and Dubner overturn 
received wisdom as sometimes the most superfreaky solution is the simplest.

From one of the finest 
living writers, WOLF 
HALL is that very rare 
thing: a truly great 
English novel, one that 
explores the intersection 
of individual psychology 
and wider politics. With a 
vast array of characters, 
and richly overflowing 
with incident, it peels 
back history to show us 
Tudor England as a half-made society, moulding itself with 
great passion and suffering and courage.

Nine people, nine lives. 
Each one taking a different 
religious path, each one an 
unforgettable story. 
Exquisite and mesmerising, 
and told with an almost 
biblical simplicity, William 
Dalrymple’s first travel book 
in a decade explores how traditional forms of religious life in 
South Asia have been transformed in the vortex of the 
region’s rapid change.


